








Please make additional comments or suggestions about initiatives for the long-range plan in the box below.
I know there is a proposal for full a/c in sawyer, but I'm wondering about a cheaper alternative.  I know it isn't ideal, but window units in closed classrooms 
would be a lot cheaper than $325K and we only need them for 2 months out of the whole year.
Take a look at the math program and consider its effectiveness in the elementary schools. Would like to see more language choices. More focus on 
science cirriculum in HS and less on the need to rebuild the labs.
More communication between elementary and middle school.
Better spirling curricullum, especially writing skills(ie.. Templates, assessment rubrics, expectations about useing all steps in the writing process)
Better differientation especially in mathematics in grades k-7. Too many studets are bored or lost!
Better integrate technology into classrooms, not just for games and rewards.

Better process for high school student placement. Too many hoops if you disagree with teacher recomendation. They take placement test for 8th grade 
alg, why can't it be something like that?
Consistency from teacher to teacher within the grade needs a tremendous amont of improvement specifically in grades K, 1, 2, and 5.
The kids at FSS are already exhibiting stress. My son was clearly one of the more academically advanced students, and he hated school. He didn't have 
behavior problems or academic problems, but he hated it. He stopped reading for enjoyment, and he started talking about how much he hated math. This 
is a problem for the school and for the community, not just for my son. Nashoba needs to make a concerted effort to focus on JOY and the thrill of 
discovery. You need to stop teaching to the test and stop stressing out our kids. You need to be more flexible. I saw in the paper that Wood said people 
leave Nashoba for private school for a variety of personal reasons, not because of any fault of the district. We left because we thought the district failed to 
provide a good education for our son, not for any abstract "personal reasons."
Obviously can't do everything. so trade-offs inevitably need to be made. One area that is important to consider is over-emphasis on standardized testing 
performance in lieu of critical thinking and analysis is not ample preparation for higher education and life skills. I am a college professor, and am often 
concerned by the lack of ability to think critically and analyze. I'm not saying NRSD doesn't do this adequately, but more as a broader concern about 
education in the US. Know STEM is great, but in a global economy competing solely on skills that can (and are) being commoditized is not a long-term 
viable strategy considering we cannot compete on wage/cost. Being able to think becomes as if not more important than being able to do.

As a parent of a child in the LINK program, major KUDOS to all NRSD staff that provide special education services. We are really fortunate compared to 
other school systems in terms of quality and compassion.

not sure what you mean by more comprehensive wellness program - if it means spending meaningless time in gym or health class as it is now  - NO.  If it 
means really teaching lifelong health/exercise options in a fun way for kids - YES.  The health classes in middle school at least in Stow are not teaching 
anything because it is so boring/tedious that the kids aren't listening or hearing the material.  Get someone with some real passion to teach the kids very 
important things in a much more interesting manner.  Think outside the box for such an important subject.  Such a waste of these kids' time to do all the 
meaningless paperwork that they make them do in health class and such a missed opportunity to teach.



Focusing on STEM requires first teachers who are competent.  The math and science departments continue to be dominated by poor teachers and 
curricula.  Technology integration is weak, at best.  Cross-class coordination seems to be reserved for a few AP classes (English and History, for 
example) - a more holistic integration of technology and cross-teaching would really help.

Rigid requirements for placement need to be revisited.  Kids with 79 or 89 are inflexibly placed in one level when kids with 80 and 90 are placed in a 
different level.  More rubrics is not the answer, teacher and student input are most important.  If a kid thinks he/she is prepared to try a higher level than 
the rubric says, don't say no because the kid missed a rubric by one point.
Green buildings: only if something is being updated then it should be done green.
HS science labs are important.  Should have been done prior to athletic fields which i voted for!
mental health services should be a family expense, school is for teaching.
Enrichment after school should be a family expense not school.
Most teachers are good @ evaluating child but the administration is not! Parents should be able to overrule administration and teacher evaluation as they 
know the child best. Seems to be turning into a dictatorship!
Too many drugs in the high school.  Drug sniffing dogs should be brought in to reduce the level.  Many kids are scared to even go in the bathrooms during 
school hours.  This is unacceptable.
I also believe that the English department needs to focus more on grammar beginning in the middle school throughout high school. It is obvious as the 
PSAT, SAT and ACT testing begins that this has been lacking in our child's ELA education.

While it has gotten a bit better, I think that the middle school needs to do a better job preparing the kids for high school by teaching them how to study. 
This is particularly true for those "bright" students who find the middle school curriculum easy.
Happy to hear safety officer is being added to high school.  The high school needs more resources like that.
Upgrading the science labs (and science and math curriculum, and foreign language offerings) should have been a far greater priority than new athletic 
fields. Academics first, please! Thanks for asking.
As a high school parent, I can tell you that my child has had NO LUCK with decent science and math teachers. The student is average, but scoring high 
500s/low 600s on the SATs in math and science -- there's definite ability there. But these teachers seem woefully unable to communicate concepts. 
Before you throw more money at "new" STEM initiatives, please please PLEASE scrutinize what the hell these teachers are doing.
I feel that transition services to the high school are important not only for the lower functioning students but for the honors student as well.  There seems 
to be a sink or swim philosophy for the honors student.  My honors student never learned how to study in middle school.  More challenging work needs to 
be provided to the higher achievers in middle school so they can learn how to study.  I have a current middle schooler who never studies for tests and 
gets As consistently.  The standards are set too low for the high achievers in middle school thus creating a big shock when they get to high school.

Only parents really well informed parents will know what STEM is.
I think what we offer re: PE and health is fine...the health info just needs to be presented in a more engaging way so it doesn't bore the students.  I think 
we can always do more to enrich the high level kids.  Science is very important and labs are important, but there is a lot of great "virtual learning" stuff out 
there that could replace things such as dissections.  So far I'm happy with the transition process from middle to high school.  Being green is always a good 
goal...especially if we prioritize projects that will reduce costs in the long run.

STEM curriculum and opportunities for enrichment are the most important to me along with smaller class sizes.



The high school is very outdated - class sizes are too large for the rooms there.  Science classes have too many students for safety.  Some classes have 
30 students.  Need more teachers and room.  Too many students in study halls - not as many electives offered because of number of students.  Number 
to teachers needs to be increased.
my understanding had been that the district would provide the parents an opportunity to "see"/know what had been discussed at the vision meeting but to 
date that has not happened - this little survey does nothing to convey what transpired, what was discussed and what was pur forth

The phrase above that states "expand enrichment opportunities" again needs to be addressed.  The enrichment that presently is touted in the schools 
does not exist.  Whether you call it enrichment, or some other term, there are children who are wallowing in classes due to material that is not appropriate 
for their abilities, it is too easy.  A redirected focused should be made to teach and expand kids knowledge, not teach to the "test"  (i.e., MCAS)  Again, 
very disappointed in the "progress" with this initiative in the district.

more Unified sports programs after school (year round, not just Spring Unified Track), so that all students can participate in after school sports.

While these are all excellent goals for the school district, it is also important to weigh the fiscal implications of making the above changes.  For example, if 
we make the buildings more green or upgrade the science labs, etc., time should be spent researching grants/tax credits, etc., that will make them more 
cost-effective.  Other town departments are often asked to sacrifice for the sake of the school, and that is patently unfair.

Don't know enough about long-range plan to comment, that's what I mean. I'm in the dark.
I think that more focus on STEM is critical as this is where all othe majority of employment oportunities will come from.  I understand a role for history, but 
do not feel it is as improtant as other skills.  I thinks buildings being green teaches students the value of conservation.  While I have absolutely no interest 
in sending my child to full day kidnergarden as I think that children at this age learn just as well at home, if not better, I feel that it should be available to 
parents that are interested. Reduced class sizes help teachers focus on individual students, but I do think that students who excel will seek this 
interaction, so may not be as important as a whole. I feel that mental health starts with the families. I do not know that someone who sees my child a 
limited number of hours a week can truely evaluate them, however I do think that students slip through cracks and recognize all students have different 
family situations.
Eliminate Student Led Conferences at Sawyer is at the top of my list.   The intention is nice, but too much class time is lost to prepare for these, and I still 
want a conference with my child's teacher.  Every parent I know says they include this on their survey, but it seems to be ignored. 

Also, I support Full Day Kindergarten for a fee, but not at a cost to the taxpayers within the district. 

I would love to see expansion of the Health Program.  My child is constantly sharing what she learns in health class and it is quite impressive.  And I 
believe the children need PE at least twice a week, if not more.

I would love to see the high school have beautiful, up-dated labs; however, all of the middle schools do not currently even have science labs for each 
science teacher!  I think creating parity in this area should be a priority.

In reference to the k-12 focus on STEM; I find the science preparedness to be adequate, but the math seems to need some support.



Enrichment in terms of how we apply what we learn at school to real world situations. Community Service Learning projects would be a logical place to 
start.

Green in that we should be using heat pumps to control temperature to 68 degrees. We really should be providing warmer classrooms on cold days, 
cooler classrooms on hot days. Solar and wind for power, eco- friendly materials to build much-needed classroom space and a graduation venue at the 
HS.
The district schools need to spend less time on touchy-feely things like Peaceful Playground, "filling buckets", and figuring what their next mission 
statements will be and spend more time on providing a challenging curriculum so children aren't bored and that students who need help get the help they 
need.  Spend less time on artsy-crafty book reports and more time actually writing.  The first time my children ever had to write anything longer than a few 
sentences was when they took the 4th grade Long Comp test for MCAS.  If the art teachers want to have a unit that compliments the ELA curriculum, 
that's fine, but the current book reports are useless.  It's all bells and whistles and no real content.  As far as math goes, the district is not honoring the 
promise they made to provide online access for the text books.  One of the reasons we switched to EDM was because the Sawyer kids were doing so well 
in Math.  Now we're hiring a Math Specialist at Sawyer - what does that say about EDM?  And we're going to spend more money on new books to align 
with the common core?  Maybe we should re-evaluate and see if we really want to stick with EDM before we waste more money on it.  Don't assign 
homework for the sake of assigning homework.  My kids don't need busy work to teach them responsibilities - that's my job to do at home. The daily EDM 
worksheets are busy work and a waste of paper.  They'd be better done at school the next morning so the teacher can SEE what the child retained.  If 
they student doesn't know it, the teacher is there to help them.  Currently the EDM papers are checked to see if they are filled out, but the teacher doesn't 
follow up with kids who don't get the correct answers.  As long a  child writes something on the page, they get credit for doing their homework.  Spelling 
homework should not be so rigid.  Kids learn in different ways. While some may benefit from writing the spelling words 3-5 times each, others may prefer 
different ways to study.  There is too much emphasis on form over function.  If the goal is to learn how to spell the words correctly, let the child do what 
works best for them.  Providing suggestions is great, but requiring students to learn the words in a certain way isn't providing differentiated instruction.  
When a child receives a 100% on the spelling pre-test, making them "Get to 30" by practicing those same spelling words is a waste of time.  If a child 
doesn't "Get to 30", their test score will be reduced.  So a child could get a 100% on the test, but their grade would be a 70% because they didn't do the 
busy work.  Either give the child more challenging spelling words, or giving the a pass on the spelling homework.  Same goes for vocabulary.  Why should 
a child have to fill out multiple worksheet pages if they already know the words?  Challenge that student with more advanced vocabulary.  Making every 
student do the exact same work in the exact same way as every other student does not "educate all students to their fullest potential!"  In addition, I don't 
think the district administration really wants input from the parents/community.  If the survey results validate what they want, they'll go with those results.  If 
the survey results turn up something different, it's because the parents/community aren't knowledgeable about all of the issues so they weren't able to 
give good feedback.  As far as the science labs go, I have heard from high school parents that Maynard High School has a more challenging science 
curriculum for 9th graders than we do at Nashoba -- with their old high school building that will be replaced next fall.  I won't vote yes to fund any new 
science labs until the science curriculum improves.

Please consider offering extended day programs BEFORE school (i.e. 7-8:30 a.m.) and consider offering extended day at the preschool level.  We are 
Lancaster residents who are unable to utilize the great preschool program because it is not conducive to working parent's schedules.  
Please offer more full day/universal full day kindergarten.  Most neighboring towns do.  Tuition on full day kindergarten is on the high side as well.  Lottery 
system is very challenging for working parents.  
The enrichment programs that have been started are fantastic!  Offer more of these and consider adding them to half day programs---you could add more 
needed PD time to support school and district initiatives, increase revenue, and support the scheduling needs of families.



A number of years ago, there was a push to make sure that all of the teachers were trained in differentiation practices, so that gifted children could be 
effectively served throughout their K-8 years while being placed in cluster groups in the regular classrooms.  I strongly support this practice, but do not 
see it being effectively implemented over time -- the more years pass, the less I see actually happening in a meaningful way, and the more it has gone 
back to being essentially "whatever this particular teacher's whim is."  I would like to see this training renewed and/or to have more encouragement for 
teachers to actually *do* what they're trained to do.

What are the plans for the high school as student enrollment increases?  How do you get technology into the classrooms to enable a better STEM focus 
with skills employers need?  STEM rooms need better access to technology.  More relevant technology options, such as advanced computer 
programming, is needed.  Do you need math and science specialists at younger grades?

I worry that allowing students and parents to impact teacher evaluations will hinder some teachers ability to effectively manage their classroom.  Good 
teachers may not necessary be "popular" teachers.  Hopefully any negative feedback to admin about a particular teacher will be taken into account when 
the teachers are evaluated by their superiors. 
I don't believe their is time for more enrichment during the day; there are so many things that pull the kids away from basic classes, that I wouldn't like to 
see any more of that.  After school enrichment would be great (note, I don't consider art, music, and reading to be 'enrichment' during the day, but part of 
a solid curriculum.
Regarding PE at the high school, I believe that kids that are in after school sports should be able to waive the PE requirement if they have another class 
that they would prefer to take.
I would like to see school choice eliminated, if it means getting class sizes to more manageable levels.

I feel that the money that is brought in from school choice does not at all cover what the impact of school choice causes in our system. The class sizes 
have been effected, the time our children get with their educators is effected, the lines for everything, lunch, pick up and drop off etc. are effected taking 
away valuable school time. I feel that it should only be allowed for employees in the system's children. It frustrates me greatly that it has been allowed for 
so many openings in the past and I would be happy if it were not allowed in the future. Thank you!

It would be great to expand the sports program with additonal options for sports where there are a lot of cuts.  This would give more students a chance to 
do a sport after school.
Also, would it be possible to have a spring volleyball team as well as fall to increase sports available to students in the spring?

The high school definitely needs to improve on the math teachers!  English and history are strong - math and science should be of equal focus.   The math 
instruction, even in the honors courses seems lacking and unimpressive.

Please keep the FIRST Robotics program in place. It is an integral part of many students' education. It also ties in with expanding the focus on STEM   
Thank you
I strongly support school choice for the sake of diversity and even
more importantly for siblings of current school choice students to
allow families to attend the same district.



Student and parent input should play a role in teacher evaluations:  Utter nonsense, totally unfair to teachers.  Adopt the new state evaluation system and 
leave teacher evaluations to qualified evaluators, not students and parents who are looking for higher grades.  Teachers have to make some tough 
decisions evaluating student work-this would put teachers in an impossibly conflicted situation.

After school activities should have buses dropping off kids at their regular bus stops
one of the reasons we moved to this town, live in a tiny house and pay huge taxes is so that our kids could go to a great school with small class sizes. 
since we made that choice, the classes sizes have increased and we are watching our teachers efforts spread thinner giving our children less time and 
energy as they are good students. this is very disappointing. it is also frustrating that i cannot pick up my children from school without it being a 45 minute 
experience bc of all the school choice kids. i have to dismiss them 10 minutes early if i want to get out of there. i do think that teachers children should be 
allowed to attend the school they teach in. this would help them feel more invested in the school and also help them logistically (not have to race out to 
pick up at child care).

Before we voted for the state of the art sports facility at the high school, we should have been informed that our science labs were in need of updating!!! I 
am disapointed in many of the districts priorities.
I had to send my child to a private school, because the remedial services she needed were not available. Upgrade student services and facilities for better 
learning (science labs, computer equipment, SpEd)  before you upgrade the sport facilities beyond what was really necessary.

In regards to STEM - if a child shows strength in those areas, then yes, they should be focused on individually.  Having every child though try to achieve 
an arbitrary new standard is just as bad as the current standardized curriculum.  Especially as they get older, we focus too much on their weaknesses and 
getting to an arbitrary grade when we all know as adults, we don't have to be good at everything.  I'm sure it's impossible to get state funding without 
administering the MCAS but man, if we could get rid of that nonsense that would be all kinds of awesome.  I feel like reduced class sizes would allow for 
more individualized curriculum and that is what is needed to prepare our kids for their futures.  We are no longer putting our kids out of high school into 
blue collar or factory jobs.  Specialized careers, highly individualized careers are here for awhile.  Getting all of our kids to a median does them no good.  
On top of that, affluent districts like our own focus so much time on how to be a college student (how to test well, how to write to a formula, etc.) which is 
also counter productive.  It cliche for a reason:  Our kids need more critical thinking and improvising in schools for a chance to be flexible, thoughtful, 
successful citizens.  

On a similar note - we have some really awesome teachers that need the autonomy from standards/administration to teach the child.  Parental and 
student input can't be the only thing that says if a teacher is effective or not, but it should carry a lot of weight when the parent/student are serious about 
their education.  As parents, we know if our student is struggling because they are intrinsically bad at spelling or if their teacher just blows.  We also know 
if a teacher is giving good grades to make himself look good or if in fact our child is living up to his potential.  

Additional Mental Health Staff, ie. Interventionist/School Counselors with better qualifications and experience!

It will not be fair to eliminate school choice because of the siblings of school choice students that are already enrolled  in NRSD.  Siblings need to be given 
the same opportunity.
I feel like the extended day program is not very kid friendly... There should be less Strict rules...let's keep in mind that these children have been in school 
all day and need to have a little flexibility...There is no need for them to be walking silently in the hall when they are the only ones in it. We have lost the 
ability to "play" by setting too many limits and boundaries... Kids need some freedoms.



Most of the initiatives mentioned sound wonderful but require funding. I noticed a question about school choice and it made me think that if we stop school 
choice (a funding source) and add some important new itinitiatives, we will have a shortage of revenue. This must be examined.

We would very strongly support the return of last years bus routes where we walked only a half mile, rather than a mile.
Eliminate the 6 day (abcdef)  rotation at the schools using a 5 day rotation instead.

The district should strive to make education as engaging as possible, not just the acquisition of knowledge.  It is important that students want to come to 
learn.  The emphasis on testing has resulted in a lack of enthusiasm for learning in the school.

While I do think school choice should be eliminated unless it can be done without increasing class size, I think full-time employees, particularly the 
principals and teachers, should have the option of sending their children to the schools.
I do not support school choice. The classroom are way too big as it.
Smaller class sizes would benefit both student and teacher.  Not a fan of school choice since we as tax payers bear the burden of the costs of these 
schools and its annoying to have our schools overburdened by additional students whose parents don't have to pay the higher price of living in our town.  
We chose the town of Stow because of the towns schools and the Nashoba HS that our son would eventually attend and we were therefore willing to pay 
the cost to live here and have the educational opportunities that come with that.

Would the district consider leasing space on its schools' roofs to the utilities for solar panel installation?

Also, I would really like to see opportunities for enrichment for kids, especially during the school day.  Currently, it is each teacher's responsibility to 
differentiate the learning levels within the elementary school classroom.  Could there be something similar to pull-out services for more advanced learners 
to provide opportunities for them to get customized learning opportunities?

I would like to see the lunch trays turned to a greener option - as well as for "non" hot lunches use paper lunch bags!  Much better for the environment!

I think having enrichment for the children during the school day is great. If it is to happen after school, it should be at a cost for the student/family.

Even if the full day kindergarten were free, I wouldn't use it.  I like the 1/2 day option we have in this district. It is great daycare if you are working, but 
otherwise not necessary.
Purchase new textbooks!
Stop putting honor roll names in the newspapers!  Please respect student privacy.  It makes students feel badly about themselves when they are not on 
honor roll and the whole community knows about it!
Parents and students should definitely have a say in teacher evaluations.  At the college level survey results about both classes and teachers are readily 
available on line.



I am a high school parent responder.  Do you offer any mental health services? I have been in the district 19 years and I have never heard of any mental 
health services except when there has been a death in the district.
The science labs are a disgrace.
Too many school choice students-some of my child's classes are close to 30 students-too many for a district that talks about classes of 20 or less for 
elementary students.
Students who are 3 season varsity athletes-and we all know who they are-should not be required to take phys. ed. classes. They are active enough 
without subjecting themselves to potential injury from the phys. ed classes-think mat ball, dodge ball, where boys are throwing balls at students in 
attempts to win the game.
Students and parents should definitely play a role in teacher evaluations. Some of these teachers are definitely waiting for retirement and it shows.

Long range plans need to be made so the school system is not going to the town every couple of months looking for more money. The towns will be more 
receptive if they know what the overall  plan is.  And, don't insult us by saying something will not increase our taxes because it is replacing debt that was 
coming off the books.  

School choice should also be revisited.  If managed properly, it can increase revenue to the district without putting an undue burden on any one school.  
The real financial numbers need to be presented!!!

STEM is critical for our children to succeed in life. Even if they do not pursue careers in those fields directly, having a solid foundation in those disciplines 
with serve them well in the years to come.

Couple that with critical thinking, analysis and creative problem solving where possible.

There are some great teachers at my school. Experienced/connected parents know who the bad teachers are and parents who speak up can possibly 
avoid those teachers. Principals and teachers should be held accountable when many parents complain about the same teachers and the teachers are 
still teaching and still bad teachers. Principals should be visiting classrooms often and without notice. Administrators should be ashamed when parents 
have to tell them what's going in in their classrooms. Top down accountability is my main concern.

Perhaps unrelated...  but I'm very concerned about traffic on 117 across from the HS.  Why isn't there a 20 mph flashing yellow light?  Students often 
cross the street for pizza and I worry that someone may get hurt.
Also, the track team often runs on Forbrush Mill Rd. which is narrow and windy.  The town needs to either widen the road or add a sidewalk.  
Can the school system petition the town to make the community safer for the HS students?  Please.

Include language (ex: spanish) in younger grades as mandatory.
The proposals noted above are all extremely important to the overall success of our schools.  I believe we probably should have prioritized these plans as 
part of this survey, as I feel some of these initiatives are more important than others.

Moderate the aggressive timetable of some of the initiatives, as well as how many initiatives (state, federal, district ) are on the plate at the same time. 
Implementing change is important, but in haste and without adequate training is ridiculous and counter-productive.



- Although I have kids in the school system and I would like them to have the latest and greatest of everything, I am sensitive to costs and would hope that 
the school committee take that into consideration. 
- While STEM is important, I feel that ELA, Social Studies/History and the arts are equally important. 
- Something has got to be done about the State mandated gym requirement at the high school for varsity athletes. Varsity sports require so much time 
(bordering on too much). The varsity kids need a study period, instead of gym, to do h.w. I know my child would use that time wisely. Shouldn't academics 
come before sports? I think the school is becoming too sports focused. The time demands on athletes are ridiculous.

It is important that children are stimulated creatively not just academically, don't increase STEM without balancing it with creativity. It is key for children to 
increase innovative thinking.
Add the encouragement and growth of student's Creativity
Strongly oppose school choice
We need to add more course offerings at the high school.  The classes should expand students' creative opportunities rather than add to their academic 
load.  More arts/music, technology, and shop classes should be offered.  Students should not be in study halls during the course of the school day unless 
on and IEP, 504, or SAP that requires study time with a liaison.

The new standard based report cards should be completed each term based on each term performance.  I don't agree they should be filled out based on 
year long projected outcome.  I think HS should continue to use number/letter grades.
Class sizes for a large number of students in lower level classes are unacceptably high while there are some classes that are for the highest achievers 
that have 4 or 5 kids in them. I don't believe that is an efficient use of resources. The school choice program is nice in theory but some of those lower level 
classes that are huge have a pretty substantial number of school choice students from other districts, most notably Leominster and Marlborough. As a 
taxpayer I believe it is unjust that students from this district can't have better class sizes because of so many choice students over-filling the classes.

After school activities should have buses dropping off kids at their regular bus stops
I feel the elementary school needs before school care, not just after school care for working parents.
an Excercise program after schhool,  Even if it required the athletic fee.  It should and take the place of gym, kids dont want to sweet and then go to class.  
Students who take a sport should not have to take gym during that semester.  This would encourage more participation in after school programs.  And we 
all know a busy kid is less likley to get in trouble

I find that the school/district is well focused on the high acheivers and low acheivers - but not focused on the middle acheivers.  Often a "B" student is 
considered doing well but when reviewed closely there are learning issues that are masked by the overall letter grade.  This is true in the lower grades 
and middle school - but does not help to prepare for high school and college.  I think a smaller class size would help tremendously for the "B" student who 
could use extra help and focus from the teachers.  Also the realization that a "B" student could gain alot from enrichment activities targeted at them to help 
them overcome possible learning issues to help them improve their grades and make them more consistent.



NRSD prepared both of my sons well for college. The course offerings at Nashoba made a positive impact on their incoming freshman selections.  One 
son is in the Commonwealth Honors College at UMASS and my other son just became a Ph D from Clark.

The transition from the individual town programs to the high school programs specifically the Math and language programs should be the same through 
out the district. It should be a level playing field with students being regionalized at the k thru 8 level.

The high school is awesome - why else would we have chosen school choice to Nashoba!!

Although, it is key to a quality education to continue to grow, improve and change - to strive to do the best that can possibly be done.

Thank you ever so much.

We moved to Bolton for their good school systems and it seems that a couple of years ago, the school choice program made class sizes much larger 
which will result in less student/teacher attention which I believe will negatively affect the quality of my child's education.  Not truly opposed to school 
choice just want to make sure it does not affect class sizes too badly.  I'm hoping the damage isn't already done.

I realize that we get good money from school choice kids, however, when class sizes increase at the elementary level to more than 20 because of school 
choice, I don't think it's worth it.

I think the transition from Middle School to High School was fine for my 2 children, who already made this transition.
Please reconsider the school calendar for 2013-2014 and future years.  Having the children return to school prior to Labor Day which in turn results in 
them getting out of school well before camps start is a challenge for families.  

Please consider including text notifications to parents when situations impact the entire school population such as weather closures.



I am happy to have the ability to choose whether my child would be better off in half day or full day Kindergarten, I don't think that choice should be 
removed.  

I am very happy with all of the teachers my daughter has had and would love the opportunity to share my opinions with te administration. 

I see value in school choice to fill up a partially empty classroom, but I see no value in school choice to "top off" grades.  1-2 school choice kids per year to 
make the numbers work are fine, 10 ar too many.  The pick up line and the school facilities are already to full.

I would like to have more input when teachers are chosen for the next year.

I am very happy with the looping program.

FSS is great!

need more PE, better lunches
I think the school system is trying very hard but can of course improve and I think it is important to the overall health of our communities to have very 
strong schools.
Unfortunately, the vote for the updated Science Labs followed the vote for the improvements to the athletic fields.  If the two projects been prioritized 
differently, the High School Science Labs project would most likely have gone forward and the fields might have had to wait.  Perhaps the taxpayers 
should have been allowed to vote on the prioritization of the projects.
The new report cards in the middle school is a horrible idea.  Bring back grades.  There is no way on the new report cards to tell the difference between a 
C student and an A student who are both meeting expectations.  Plus all the teachers are complaining that they won't have time to give any extra help or 
do any after school activities because these new report cards are going to take up all of their time.  Just a stupid idea that our kids will pay for.

Massachusetts is one of the leading employers for life science and technology companies in the country. We have the leading medical facilities and 
hospitals in the country yet our science curriculum is weak at best. The students in middle school are bored and disinterested in the current science 
programs.

 NRSD needs to invest in high tech labs so that our students can compete in college as well as the work force after college.



The elementary math program needs to be replaced.  The Everyday Math program is holding these kids back and no longer even meets state standards.  
There has been a marked reduction in math education in the 4 years between my two children being in Elementary school.  This new funky math is not 
providing the kids what they need to be successful in higher level math.  I have had to teach my 4th grader all of the math this year as the school based 
program doesn't really teach concepts with understanding.  I am considering a summer math class for my child just to make up for what wasn't learned in 
4th grade in Stow.  My older child had a better math education even though the Scott Foresman math program had problems.  How about trying 
something like Singapore math?

I am also very dissatisfied with the Standards based report card.  I feel it is driving a quest for mediocrity.  I am happy that my 8th grader will be out of 
Middle School next year when this is implemented at that level.  My hope is that it will NOT be brought to the high school.  I believe that would be a 
mistake and worry about the college admission process if Standard based report cards are issued at the high school.  I am not pleased that my younger 
child will have this reporting system for the next 4 grade levels.  Please do not bring this system to the high school.

make the buildings more green after they have outlived their use as is....
The only way teachers do their best and you can differentiate for the fabulous ones is to allow parents and students to have input. Teachers that are 
genuinely good and serve the children well will rise to the top and the others will be weeded out....and that is what will bring your system to the top.
I grew up here and due to the "old school" mentality of the Lancaster teachers and the ignorance and covering up of horrific events I would never send my 
children to this school system.

I would like to see more programs for children who are into computers.  For example:
Mind Craft Club
Create your own software for computer games
Design your own web site 
Software Programs
etc.

Clubs that would be interesting to the child that is not into sports and struggles socially, but is very good with computers



The preponderance of jobs in the upcoming decades will be STEM oriented.  Yet our dominant focus remains squarely on the liberal arts, as it always 
has.  I looked into the STEM charter school in Marlborough but, in addition to the lottery (which I'm told is impossible due to the high demand), I would 
have to provide transportation for my kids, which is impossible.  

I am not happy with the math/science/technology skills being offered by the NRSD.  I understand that the schools are following the Mass DOE's guidelines 
and that the requirements are - remarkably - softening rather than growing more rigorous.  I would hold our community school district to a higher standard. 

English and liberal arts are important and should be taught, but I'm seeking more balance.  How about spending 50% of time on STEM and 50% of time 
on non-STEM?  We're nowhere near that ideal.  Computer programming should begin in 4th grade.  Math skills of our graduations should meet those of 
our competition in other countries - especially those that are significantly less wealthy.

When I attended MIT, more than 1/2 of the students were from abroad and their math/science skills were far superior.  The US students were primarily 
from Phillips Academy or other private schools.  Those ratios have not improved, and are consistent across engineering colleges.  Why can't we 
compete?

We are losing the battle globally because, at the primary and secondary school level, we are spending so much time diagramming sentences and not 
challenging our students, particularly in math and science, to the extent of their abilities.

I have a friend (a fellow parent) who came to the US from Bulgaria.  She is shocked at what she is seeing - She remarked that she had done in 8th grade 
what our 12th graders are doing.  Yet I'll bet many of our students cannot even find Bulgaria on a map.

I don't mean to criticize.  I understand that the DOE has requirements that must be followed and that our school district is judged based on MCAS scores 
The high school is overcrowded.  We need to either add on to the current building or, better yet,  build a completely new building with all areas up to 
current standards.  I cannot see increasing the focus on STEM if it will come at the cost of the Arts and Humanities.  We should be providing a balanced, 
comprehensive education for all students.
I would like for the school system to place more emphasis on foreign language education. French as well as Spanish should both be offered at an earlier 
grade level such as 5th or 6th grade. In 7th and 8th grade, foreign language should considered a core subject which students have everyday such as 
English and Social Studies. This is the model which most school systems in Massachusetts use.

NRSD prepared both of my sons well for college. The course offerings at Nashoba made a positive impact on their incoming freshman selections.  One 
son is in the Commonwealth Honors College at UMASS and my other son just became a Ph D from Clark.

The transition from the individual town programs to the high school programs specifically the Math and language programs should be the same through 
out the district. It should be a level playing field with students being regionalized at the k thru 8 level.

I would like to see letter grades remain on the middle school report card.



The positive impact of music and arts on a students success in science and mathematics is well-documented.  I strongly support expansion of art and 
music classes, including a continuation of the new Acting class, addition of a Vocal Performance class, etc. 
Think more about those kids who are not sports-science-mathematics-technology-engineering oriented.  Start by having a web-site that shows pictures of 
a theatre production or a student art exhibit or the band!

The other area I feel needs improvement is the growing field of Energy careers.  

Teach our students how to deal with stress...wellness classes like yoga, reflexology, meditation, massage, and biofeedback are needed.

I believe that STEM is very important and that the Science  Labs
need to be updated. Also aware of increasing tax rates in Bolton.
I strongly feel that it is shortsighted to eliminate school choice and
the revenue stream that it brings when seeking additional revenue
for improvements in the district.
How about non-processed lunch food. No chicken nuggets, white bread, sugar drinks, candy, etc. Vending machines with only water.

My kids are still in elementary school so I cannot comment on the transition from middle to high school.

As a parent in Stow, I wasn't aware that there was school choice, that might only apply to the other two towns.

In this day and age, most kids go to pre-school, many full day, so all schools should offer full day kindergarten as part of the full day public school 
education, which is all without cost.
For some of the above questions, when it says "more", I must say I am not fully educated on the current status and standard.  This makes some of my 
responses uninformed, but simply based on my assumption of the current status based on knowledge of the district and other MA districts.

With the burden on parents paying for this school district being 1.2 % of the family home’s assessed value per year and rising, the school district is asking 
families to pay over 50% of their properties value to the school district to educate a generation, based on a 30 year mortgage.
Does the school committee think it is reasonable to appropriate over 50% of the value of a family property during a generation? What is the school district 
doing to reduce growing cost of running the district? At this rate we will be paying 2 or 3 % of our properties assessed value per year for the privilege of 
affording our children what is at best an average education. You need to spend our money more wisely. So far you have been dishonest, lazy and 
unwilling to challenge teachers unions and far too quick to line the pockets of an overabundance of administrative and non-teaching personnel. Before 
you build anything else, why not take a long hard look at why schools in this state are so poorly maintained?
It was quite disheartening to see you give raises to teachers (who do not work 52 weeks of the year) while working people of Worcester County have 
endured the worst economic conditions since 1930. None of us who pay the bill have gotten a raise since 2007 why did you feel it necessary to give the 
teachers a raise? Teachers who are very well compensated. And then to give the superintendent a raise based solely on the fact that the teachers got a 
raise, wow. When the nominations come out for the profiles in courage award, I will be sure to submit the names of the pathetic individuals on the 
Nashoba School Committee.

Increase number of useable classrooms overall.



I think the reality fair that the rotary sponsored was extremely valuable and more life skills trainings should be focused on.
Fume hoods in science classrooms are low-hanging fruit on the greenness program.  My student reports science classrooms are cold because they do 
not close properly when not in use.

Plan so that the district no longer has to follow these ridiculous rotating ABCDEF day schedules. A regular schedule helps students, parents, and teachers 
get ready for the day, helps students become socially adjusted, and allows easier long-range planning of assignments, getting help, and planning medical 
visits.
In addition to STEM, I think a “critical thinking” program also spanning K-12 would be a significant benefit to the curriculum.
I feel very strongly that children do not need more time in school particularly young children. They need to be outside getting physical activity so they can 
focus when they are in school. There are  numerous studies to support this. The school doesn't need to provide this as all three towns have good 
recreation programs all year long.
School choice priority should be given to siblings and employees.   HS guidance should return to freshman counselor model to aid in transition and 
consideration to a freshman academy model. Class sizes should not exceed 25 grad requirements at HS should include a general elective requirement 
not specific to computer and art giving the students the ability to explore real areas of interest

more support for languages, it is disappointing that French curriculum is disappearing little by little
Before school in addition to extended day programs after school. Start language learning earlier.
I believe that one of the local papers reported sometime in the last six months that principal of the high school predicts that the High School will be at full 
in the next three or so years.  

What is the school committee and administration plan for limiting new choice students at the high school in light of this predicted lack of room at the High 
School, and why was the choice program continued for the High School, when it was recently extinguished for the the elementary and middle schools?

The ones I didn't answer I don't have enough info to support. As far as making the buildings green, updates can be made as buildings need update...if (1) 
there is any direct health impact to the children (2) there is a long term financial gain and/or (3) there are funds available after attracting the right number 
and talent of teachers for the district.
School choice is very unfair to small towns like Bolton.  It increases classroom size which is why I bought my home in Bolton in the first place.  I 
understand that school choice does not come with it more money to hire more teachers.  How is this acceptable?  I have been thinking about leaving 
Bolton for this reason. Classroom size was 23 when I first bought my house and now it is 31!  I understand that Bolton IS NOT consulted in determining 
what town receives the school choice children and one year we received ALL of them.  This is outrageous!

Curriculum should be consistent through all 3 towns.
Computer classes for the middle school to teach skills that can then be integrated in other classes.  Computer lab or laptops (not chrome books which are 
limited technology) dedicate to middle school.  Improve lockers and bathrooms.



I do not support eliminating school choice for a couple of
reasons. 1st is financial. The district needs the funds school
choice stunents generate. My children benefited from the
friendships they made and the diversity that school choice
brought to the student body.
I feel that class size in the district is appropriate as is and
do not support reducing the class size.
Parents interested in decreasing class size should consider private school for their children.
The high school is in desperate need of a complete renovation. 

The high school should NOT move to "standards-based" report cards. The "gold standard" which the high school has earned over the years will definitely 
be compromised in college admissions offices. They are not going to attempt to decipher what all of the new jargon ~ gobble dydook ~ means. They are 
all about efficient in the admissions process. Nashoba students will be placed at a HUGE disadvantage.

STEM is the obvious focus; as this is what is needed to have success in the world job market. It should begin early and not wait until High School for 
Labs.  It should be that Middle School should have lab(s) available.

Water is important for the brain and the children need access to water all times.  Along with this more non-processed food should be available in lunch 
room.  For example simple food which children would be able to eat in the short time given.  

After lunch children should spend time outside each day or time in gym because of climate/weather.  Not ever kept in because of not enough space or 
turn to "pick up" lunch room.  Each child should be responsible for only their respective lunch area and then be able to go outside immediately.  And if a 
grant or program  would be available it would be great for some socialization before school or after school. 
 
Finally, it would be nice to introduce" Brain Gym" to the School System.  This would be a great addition to help children to reach goals and their full 
potential.

I don't believe the kids, possibly except for the very youngest, should need a computer class. Technology should be embedded in their regular curriculum. 
Some sort of pervasive BYOD initiative should be a strong priority for elementary/middle grades.

I think the teachers are typically very kind and wonderful, but in the lower grades I don't think they push the children enough academically.

I think the curriculum should also involve more team-based work and more projects, at an age-appropriate level, because the workforce is increasingly 
demanding all of the skills that such work will foster.

Make music programs in high school more available relative to scheduling. Entire health curriculum needs to be overhauled. PhysEd needs to be more 
active (XC ski at Center, climb ropes, use gymnastics rings, etc.) and children need to be outdoors more. K-8 Science should include trips to ponds, 
woodland adventures, etc. Yoga in schools would be a  great bonus.



I would like to see the school district re-visit the school choice issue.  There is support for a lot of positive change with regards to curriculum, class sizes, 
and student enrichment opportunities.  All these programs take money.  With the college now gone, the only way for these programs to happen would be 
to raise taxes.  Getting rid of school choice would directly impact funding for existing and future teachers, increase class sizes, and increase the amount of 
money we have to pay out of our own pockets.  Contrary to what some people believe, families of school-choice students tend to be even more invested 
in the education of our children.   Removing school choice is a reckless choice that would have a lasting negative impact not only for the students and 
school culture but for the reputation of the town.  Who would want to move to a town with overcrowded and out-dated classrooms, high taxes, and not 
willing to work for the betterment of the town?

Make homework assignments more appropriate in length per age - sometimes they seem s bit long for the younger ages.
I'm not sure activity days at the high school really involve alot of the students.  Doesn't appear that alot of clubs meet at this time?  Not clear to me or my 
student what is really offered or is happening.  Nice for high school to have more after school activities like middle school especially if you can't 'make a 
team' but want something to attend when you have time/inclination.

Yes, yes on the Science Labs. - this should be the number 1 priority....better lunches.....Go Green enegry wise....solar considered?  (even on the cleaning 
solutions) - how about better air quality/ventation systems.   Traffic ights that work during school hours of morning/afternoon.

I think we have an obligation to offer school choice to students from other towns.  I would hate to live in a town with a bad school and be unable to send 
my child somewhere else to get a better education.

I think the science labs could use an update but I don't think they have to have the best of everything.  I think the proposal last year was a bit ridiculous.

I would like the school district to continue to pay attention to the skills of critical thinking, collaboration, and oral presentation.
I wish to remark that it has become known among parents that the Stow Center School principal has no backbone, and can be characterized as a yes-
man to the thoughts of the Superintendant. 

The principal is apparently unable to advocate for the Center School, when there are contrary facts on the ground at the school not in alignment with 
Superintendant's less-informed thoughts. 

The hire reflects poorly on the district leadership, and is a matter of concern to parents about how to obtain clear-sighted, and proper   leadership within 
the local school.



Communication of important information (both good and bad news, not only initiatives and accomplishments as set forth above) should be made clearly, 
concisely and directly to parents by email (with applicable attachments).  
  
For example, the 2012 Youth Risk Behavior Survey results should be made directly available to all parents.  We need to understand and work together to 
remediate the problems referenced therein.  Other communities have already posted their survey results on-line (AB, Littleton, Westford, Harvard) and/or 
held a forum to discuss (Harvard on 4/11/13).  Other communities view this matter as a partnership, with issues to be resolved, not hidden. Burying the 
actual report on the District website (or discussing it at a SC meeting when the actual data is on laptops and, again, not made readily available to 
participants) is not the solution. 

There was also lack of clear and concise information provided to parents concerning the HAZMAT situation (what was the nature of the substance, was it 
a recreational drug or not?  was it tested for same and, if not, why not?) and the true standard for deciding to suspend (paying to educate outside of 
school) our student charged with a felony (involving weapons, drugs and kidnapping).

We should maintain the current format of traditional grading on student report cards at the middle school and high school levels (A, B, C, etc).  Also, the 
format used for K through 5 is substance free and, therefore, not helpful to parents (blocks, "x" and at times only boilerplate summary paragraphs).  
Finally, the on-line and limited opportunity for scheduling parent teacher conferences (in 10 minute increments) further discourages any opportunity to 
meet and share information about student progress between parents and staff.

The staff and school administration are great. Improvement in the area of communication at the District level is needed.    

Staff should be evaluated by their supervisors.

Expand opportunity for under-acheiving (and not just gifted) students during school day.

Many questions set forth above are limited/one-sided or fail to fully inquire or address scope of chosen topics.  

It would be a more thorough response if you allowed for comment on each of these initiatives.  One thing that isn't included is expanding foreign language 
to lower grades.  Student and parent input on teacher evaluations could backfire if teachers go easy on students so they'll receive good evaluations and 
could lead to grade inflation.  STEM is very important, but lab time was being cut when my children were at Nashoba.  I don't see the need for new 
science labs if there aren't students to fill them.  Lab should be encouraged.  Hard to comment on class size without knowing what it is currently.



As an educator, I do not believe students and parents should participate in the evaluation process of teachers.  They do not have the background or 
knowledge base to truly understand what they are evaluating.  I believe evaluations would be based on emotion.  My own second grade son came home 
from school and said he hates teachers for torturing them with homework.  This to me is not a valid assessment of his teacher..nor should it be.  The state 
has put into place a very complex evaluation process.  Using MCAS data is bad enough without bringing in the general public.  What I would love to see 
happen at NRSD is an alignment of curriculum and best teaching practices across the district.  Giving teachers the opportunity to work with the 
surrounding towns and to have the professional development run by teachers.  I would also like to see the school look beyond their doors for new 
curriculum ideas such as Empower, Framing their thoughts, etc.  I would also like to see a school wide behavior system put into place.  We have been 
working with stan davis in the Sudbury Public Schools and he has been amazing.  As a school, we have a school thermometer which details behavior 
based on colors.  Students know what green behavior looks like.  They also are aware of Red behavior (Dangerous, Destructive, Discriminatory)  I would 
also like to see you adopt Open Circle to help with the overall classroom community.  

I have often felt that my children's school is not always using the best curriculum nor does it have options for teachers to use.  I have felt that when I have 
gone in to discuss things with the staff, I have been bringing the ideas and the curriculum to them.  They have all been willing to use these new things, but 
I have been shocked that they did not know about them before.

Go greener ( reduce paper) for example avoid that siblings bring home the same papers
More nutritious/ healthier meals, more vitamins less sugar
Class sizes are adequate especially compared to other
districts. I am concerned about taxes and the impact of
decisions on them. I think that we need the money that
school choice brings to the district budget. I have not 
heard of any problems associated with the school choice
students.
why do students in the HS need to give up music to take a science lab?  
Students who play sports should be allowed to opt out of PE.

Is the district complying with the new state evaluation system?

Coaches at any level should know the sport and be able to give instruction to improve skills.  Who evaluates coaches? (This is a safety concern)

HS Principal uses connect ed to keep parents informed.  Why don't other Principals use it?  Can snow days be put on it?



I think that we need to have a plan in place for students who lose family members during the school years and for the students that are their friends (their 
support group).  Statiscally, we seem to have a lot of deaths and I think there needs to be some resources available for those students, such as grieving 
books (which I have provided to the high school guidance office), but obviously, these are needed at all levels.  I couldn't believe there weren't any 
grieving books available at the high school for my daughters' and sons' friends.

Also, I think that there should be a system in place for each player and parent on a Nashoba sports team to evaluate the coaching staff and the player's 
experience each season in order to improve the job that our athletic department is doing.  There should also be training required of each coach for 
creating and developing team members.  We have had incredibly difficult time with a number of the coaches who insult kids on the team because they are 
a little heavy, of a certain ethnicity, they have broken a bone and the coach decides they will never forget it, they have made a mistake and the coach 
announces it to the entire team for no apparent reason except to embarrass the kid, etc.  Completely inappropriate behavior for a role model for our 
children!  Most parents are intimidated by these coaches who remain in these positions year after year because they are hoping that their kids will receive 
enrichment groups need to available to all
Without question, school choice should be eliminated. If a person wants their child to attend school in our district they should reside in it and pay the 
taxes. 
The reduction of class sizes is essential for the learning experience for both the child and the teacher overseeing. These sizes must and should be a 
priority to reduce.
Also, feel very strongly that he health and PE programs should be expanded and be more comprehensive. 
More and more in our society we need the need for expanded mental health services for our children. This is a key to each child's success and wellness. 
More services should be available to both children and parents. Huge concern.
See comment in above section.  None of these questions include an associated cost.  Simply ridiculous. Why conduct surveys if they are designed to 
produce targeted and obvious objectives.  For example, the "current standard" of the HS science labs is what it is.  Asking if people "support" updating the 
labs to meet current standards is playing to emotion (what standards?) in the hope of getting people to say they support it.

To follow up on an earlier survey entry, I think it's a mistake to deemphasize arts, languages, humanities, and social sciences in order to teach more in the 
STEM fields.  There is growing evidence that the so-called shortage of STEM workers is false:

http://www.slate.com/blogs/moneybox/2013/04/24/stem_worker_shortage_a_myth.html

Using parent evaluations of teachers should be tempered.  There should be a valid level of participation and then conclusions can be drawn.

Abenst some cost estimates and quantitaitve benefit data, this exercise is of little value.   The NRSD is already very well funded....how about doing away 
with or reducing some current efforts in order to pay for soem new initiatives.
I look to the superintendent and school committee to tell me what's needed to give every child an excellent education.  If there's ever a budget I would 
question, it would be one with a large jump in spending on athletics.

I believe teacher evaluation is entirely the responsibility of the principal (or other supervisor).  Keeping students and parents happy might be one criterion, 
but its relative weight and its measurement should be up to administration.  Parent feedback would be a more direct factor in evaluating administrators.



I believe that the job of the school should be "reading, writing and arithmetic" and to spend money which we don't have on things like enrichment, 
tolerance programs, values training, health experiences, etc., is a disservice to parents and families.

Class sizes seem ok to me. We are better than other districts.
Has there been a problem with school choice?? Not aware
that there have been issues with these students. Is it an
issue of eliteism??
I feel comfortable with the class sizes. Without school choice
there would be little diversity. I believe that diversity benefits
the students and broadens their educational experience.
The Science labs should have been the priority over the football field/athletic complex. The school should focus more on the academics rather than the 
"show" of the sports. Perhaps the students could even get textbooks. Also, school choice (especially in high school) takes positions away from students 
who have been in the district and the parents pay taxes in the town.
I am very much in favor of improving science and technology.
I do worry about increased taxes as I am retired. I would encourage you to keep school choice to help balance
funding of programs you want. My own children had some
nice friends that school choiced in. Also feel that class sizes
are appropriate. Again please consider the costs associated with 
smaller class sizes. Seniors vote too! remember that there
are a lot of us and we do come out to vote.

The transition for my child, from middle school to high school a few years ago, seemed okay at first. In middle school he had an IEP that was then 
downgraded significantly (which was fine and appropriate). We were ensured that the high school would 'be in touch with us early in the school year to 
meet and see what his needs were coming into NRHS. They NEVER were in touch, not until a significant problem arose in NOVEMBER. He fell right 
through the cracks, from having a great support system at FSS to having no support system at NRHS. Eventually, the counseling staff did step in and that 
helped, but I feel we were let down.
No mention of transition from elementary to middle school which I think is sadly lacking in the Stow schools.  Middle to high school seemed better 
covered.
This is tricky - so many things sound like a good idea - but most of these will add to the very narrow and focused curriculm that I disagree with.

Although making the buildings more :green" sounds positive - I would prefer programs to make the kids more "green"... farming, composting, cooking and 
preparing organic healthy choices.  I would soend the money on alternative programming - not on updating the buildings.

I would also like to see less vacation time for students.  I don't think we need both a February vacation and April vacation.  This year -  especially with all 
of the added snow days... and now starting school before Labor Day in the fall -  summer is so short!  I would rather have the kids get out earlier in June.  
Or have them start after Labor Day in the fall.


